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Background
• Genome-wide association studies 

lack racial diversity, with 95% of 
participants being of European 
ancestry, resulting in inequities 
when applying precision medicine 
to underrepresented communities.

• Native Hawaiians and other 
Indigenous populations have been 
negatively affected by unethical 
research practices (e.g. unequitable 
benefit sharing, lack of community 
consultation).

• The ethical inclusion of Native 
Hawaiians in genomics research 
requires culturally respectful 
approaches.

Queen’s Genomics Institute (QGI)
• Non-profit initiative led by Native 

Hawaiian physicians and scientists
• Its mission is to ensure advances in 

genomics-based health research 
benefit Native Hawaiians and all 
people of Hawaiʻi.

• As a local biobank and research 
engine, the QGI will lead efforts to 
collaborate with diverse 
community members, train 
homegrown researchers, and 
translate data resources into 
meaningful improvements in 
healthcare for our islands.

Study Status
• Mock focus group session held to 

obtain feedback for ongoing study
• The findings of the completed study 

will inform QGI protocols.

Introduction

Overview
• Qualitative, focus group study
• Participants will be recruited from Queen Emma Clinic (QEC) Kilolani patients 

(Native Hawaiians with diabetes and structural barriers to healthcare),
• Focus group transcripts will be analyzed and coded for themes.

Focus Group Session

Methods
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Focus Group Questions
• What are your reactions to 

the presentation and what 
did you learn that 
surprised you?

• What are your reactions to 
the QGI?

• What health concerns 
should QGI prioritize?

Curriculum Feedback
• Culture-based educational materials are accessible, understandable, and 

meaningful.

QGI and Research Participation
Participants expressed:
• Trust in Native Hawaiian researchers and Queen’s Medical Center to oversee 

Native Hawaiian samples and genomic data
• The importance of transparency and continuous communication from researchers
• A desire to help others through research as both an individual and cultural value
• Interest in the idea of point-of-care access through a mobile vehicle

Research Priorities
• Cancer, diabetes, mental illness, hypertension, heart disease, and substance abuse

Results

• Participants expressed support for the QGI with preferences for transparency, 
continuous communication, and Native Hawaiian leadership.

• Participants found that educational materials would be beneficial for the whole 
community beyond this study.

• Mock focus group participants were biased since they work in the healthcare 
and/or research fields and were previously familiar with the QGI and this study.

Discussion

• Community engagement is 
essential to ensure ethical and 
culturally respectful practices.

• The mock focus group session 
provided critical feedback to 
improve focus group sessions.

• QGI goals and curriculum were 
well received during mock focus 
group session.

• As the project continues, qualitative 
insights obtained will inform the 
development of the QGI.

Conclusion
Culture-based genetics curriculum created by Mālialani Kanaʻiaupuni 
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